
NAVIGATING THE NEW MISSOURI LEARNING STANDARDS 
Go to MO DESE Math 
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/mathematics 

 
On the Quick Links menu at the center, go to >Missouri Learning Standards>Math 
tab 
 

 
The Assessed Standards documents are the format that was used for these 
standards to be viewed by the state Board of Education.  
They are not particularly functional for the needs teachers are school districts in 
this format.  
The Math Crosswalks at the bottom of the page are useful in comparing the revised 
2016 standards to the Common Core Standards that were previously in use. NOTE: 

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/mathematics


The right side of the crosswalk says CURRENT MLS, but it means the previously 
implemented Common Core. The left side of the crosswalk says ADOPTED 
STANDARDS and these are the standards we will be implementing for 2017-18 and 
into future. 
 

 
There are also links to the grade level glossaries at this location, right below the 
Crosswalks. 

.  



Return to the MO DESE MATH page where you began 
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/mathematics 
• Choose Expanded Version of the Mathematics Grade- and Course-Level 

Expectations at the bottom of the menu in the center 

 
This will take you to the menu of Expand Version of the Mathematics Expectations.

 
These expanded expectations offer more detail regarding the depth and breadth of 
the new standards. They offer the details necessary to improve concepts, reasoning 
and problem solving when implementing the MLS. 
 

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/mathematics
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/mathematics/expanded-version-mathematics-grade-and-course-level
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/mathematics/expanded-version-mathematics-grade-and-course-level


 
Return to the MO Dese Math site. https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-
readiness/curriculum/mathematics   
 
Go to the middle menu and click Assessment 
Choose the Item Specifications tab on the far right

 
This will take you to the explanation of the components of the item specifications as 
well as the link to the Math item specifications for each standard in each grade. 
These are a work in progress. Some components are incomplete, however the 
standards have been unpacked in a usable way to clarify instructional and 
assessment decisions for teachers and administrators. These specifications further 
explain the standard to  include explanation, understanding demonstrated by 
explanation and discourse, application to contexts etc.  The DOK level of the 
standardized assessment as well as the assessment boundaries are established to 
clarify learning intentions and success criteria for teachers.  
 
 
 

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/mathematics
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/mathematics


 
 
Return to the Assessment page  
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/assessment#mini-panel-
assessment4    
On the third and fourth bullet down on the September 2017 updates, you will find 
the blueprints for the 2018 state test. First there will be an explanation of what is 
included on the blueprint, followed by the blueprints for each grade. There is 
separate bullet for grades 3-8 and for the EOCs.

 
 

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/assessment#mini-panel-assessment4
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/assessment#mini-panel-assessment4


 
 
Finally, return to the Assessment page ttps://dese.mo.gov/college-career-
readiness/assessment 
Click on GRADE LEVEL on the menu on the far right. 

 
 



This will take you to the Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) that were applied to 
the cut scores on the Missouri Achievement Test for 2017.  These are revised each 
year when the cut scores are determined. Next year, the name will be changed to 
Performance Level Descriptors or PLDs.  The PDL title was deemed a better term.

 
Note that achievement of the basic level does not include the skills, understandings 
and reasoning described in the Item Specifications document. Teachers need to be 
aware that teaching to the simple standard as stated will result in basic 
achievement, whereas developing students according the expanded standards and 
the item specifications will lead to proficient or advanced achievement.  
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